FEOUNDATTHIONS

A documentary study using images and dialogues to explore how children
learn in the out-of-doors. This initial pilot study, funded by N&eyg includes
twenty -three images and dialogues byVendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan



' Approaches to learning

IJINS Auui9 pue buluueg Apuspn Ag oloyd




>
c
O
©
-
S
7p]
| -
(b
-
s}
@)
@)
b
QO
(@)
©
D
=
@)
-
X
.m
e
)
e
o
o
©
©
-
©
0
(b
&)
c
@
S
(D)
o
X
(b)
>
©
©
>
S
(b
>
(b
c
@)
=
©
S
O




GeKIG @ S A& ¢l & dzZl) Ay -dnKibere@rke datmsindhe ¢ K S
gzzF“ec')K)\LJécp ¢tKS 0dzRa INBE GANBR® ¢KSe& | NB
g1 1S dzLJ 6 KSY AGQa RINJ® ¢KSeé 2yfeé 02YS

Children use their incomplete knowledge of the world to talk about their experiences.
Here, a fouryear-old is responding to the beauty and stature of the big Chinese Fir Tree
towering over her head. She looks closely at the intricate details of its deep green
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they will open like flowers. By continuing to live with and observe this tree over the
seasons, she will gradually develop a more accurate understanding of its form and
structure and will no longer expect the cones to open like flower buds.



INDERING, PROCESSING AND APPLYING EXPERIENCE

Seek information for further understanding.
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A child notices that the rain gutter comes down from the roof and goes into
the big green barrel. She wonders what is in the barrel. To find out, she
drags a hollow wooden block across the porch and climbs up on it to peer
over the top. When she sees the screen covering the opening, she becomes
interested in the tiny holes. How do you understand a hole? You find
something that will fit into it. She roams the yard, looking for a tool to help

her with her investigation. She finds a small twig and climbs back up to
poke the end of it into the hole.
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These two four year old boys spent nearly a half hour exploring a sandy area on their pl:
yard on a cold gray day using only a small plastic rake and a sand toy. They created a
GaOASYUATAO délieaRidBstumdats foydlect\datd aSd compare the results
just as real scientists would do. Using real discoveries such as different sand
temperatures on the surface and underneath, they engaged in a detailed conversation
predicting what they would discover as they dug holes and measured results. It is easy
see how this kind of play leads to forming and testing hypotheses and developing
understanding about cause and effect.



PONDERING, PROCESSING AND APPLYING EXPERIENCES

sinny Sulli
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