
Early Learning Standards 

for North Carolina Preschoolers and Strategies 

for Guiding their Success

A documentary study using images and dialogues to explore how children
learn in the out-of-doors.  This initial pilot study, funded by NC-aeyc, includes 

twenty-three images and dialogues by Wendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan.



Approaches to learning
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Draw on everyday experiences and apply that knowledge to other situations.
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ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ - and there are worms in the 
ǿƻƻŘŎƘƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀȅ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΦέ 

Children use their incomplete knowledge of the world to talk about their experiences. 
Here, a four-year-old is responding to the beauty and stature of the big Chinese Fir Tree 
towering over her head.  She looks closely at the intricate details of its deep green 
ƴŜŜŘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƴȅ ŎƻƴŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŜǎ ŀǎ άōǳŘǎέΣ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
they will open like flowers. By continuing to live with and observe this tree over the 
seasons, she will gradually develop a more accurate understanding of its form and 
structure and will no longer expect the cones to open like flower buds. 
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Draw on everyday experiences and apply that knowledge to other situations.



Seek information for further understanding.
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ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ

A child notices that the rain gutter comes down from the roof and goes into 
the big green barrel.  She wonders what is in the barrel.  To find out, she 
drags a hollow wooden block across the porch and climbs up on it to peer 
over the top.  When she sees the screen covering the opening, she becomes 
interested in the tiny holes.  How do you understand a hole?  You find 
something that will fit into it.  She roams the yard, looking for a tool to help 
her with her investigation. She finds a small twig and climbs back up to 
poke the end of it into the hole.  
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Seek information for further understanding.



Generate ideas and suggestions and make predictions.
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These two four year old boys spent nearly a half hour exploring a sandy area on their play 
yard on a cold gray day using only a small plastic rake and a sand toy.  They created a 
άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎǘǳŘȅέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜ-believe instruments to collect data and compare the results 
just as real scientists would do.  Using real discoveries such as different sand 
temperatures on the surface and underneath, they engaged in a detailed conversation 
predicting what they would discover as they dug holes and measured results.  It is easy to 
see how this kind of play leads to forming and testing hypotheses and developing 
understanding about cause and effect. 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘΦέ
ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ  bƻǿ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ
ά[ƻƻƪΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΗ  {ŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΦέ
ά[ƻƻƪΗ  Lǘ isǿŀǊƳΗ  .ǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ veryŎƻƭŘΗέ
ά²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƭŘΚ  LΩƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪΦ  !ƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ 
тΦέ  
άhƘΣ ƳƛƴŜ ƛǎ у Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ
ά[ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜŜΦέ 
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Describe or act out a memory of a situation or action.
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