
Early Learning Standards 

for North Carolina Preschoolers and Strategies 

for Guiding their Success

A documentary study using images and dialogues to explore how children
learn in the out-of-doors.  This initial pilot study, funded by NC-aeyc, includes 

twenty-three images and dialogues by Wendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan.



Approaches to learning
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Draw on everyday experiences and apply that knowledge to other situations.
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ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǳŘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΣ - and there are worms in the 
ǿƻƻŘŎƘƛǇǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ōǳŘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎǘŀȅ ǳǇ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŀǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΦέ 

Children use their incomplete knowledge of the world to talk about their experiences. 
Here, a four-year-old is responding to the beauty and stature of the big Chinese Fir Tree 
towering over her head.  She looks closely at the intricate details of its deep green 
ƴŜŜŘƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƴȅ ŎƻƴŜǎΦ {ƘŜ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜƴƭȅ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŜǎ ŀǎ άōǳŘǎέΣ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ 
they will open like flowers. By continuing to live with and observe this tree over the 
seasons, she will gradually develop a more accurate understanding of its form and 
structure and will no longer expect the cones to open like flower buds. 

p
h

o
to

 b
y W

e
n

d
y B

a
n

n
in

g
 a

n
d

 G
in

n
y S

u
lliva

n

Draw on everyday experiences and apply that knowledge to other situations.



Seek information for further understanding.
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ά²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΚέ

A child notices that the rain gutter comes down from the roof and goes into 
the big green barrel.  She wonders what is in the barrel.  To find out, she 
drags a hollow wooden block across the porch and climbs up on it to peer 
over the top.  When she sees the screen covering the opening, she becomes 
interested in the tiny holes.  How do you understand a hole?  You find 
something that will fit into it.  She roams the yard, looking for a tool to help 
her with her investigation. She finds a small twig and climbs back up to 
poke the end of it into the hole.  
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Seek information for further understanding.



Generate ideas and suggestions and make predictions.
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These two four year old boys spent nearly a half hour exploring a sandy area on their play 
yard on a cold gray day using only a small plastic rake and a sand toy.  They created a 
άǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ǎǘǳŘȅέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜ-believe instruments to collect data and compare the results 
just as real scientists would do.  Using real discoveries such as different sand 
temperatures on the surface and underneath, they engaged in a detailed conversation 
predicting what they would discover as they dug holes and measured results.  It is easy to 
see how this kind of play leads to forming and testing hypotheses and developing 
understanding about cause and effect. 

ά²ŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘΦέ
ά[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊΦ  bƻǿ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ
ά[ƻƻƪΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΗ  {ŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿŀǊƳŜǊΦέ
ά[ƻƻƪΗ  Lǘ isǿŀǊƳΗ  .ǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘΩǎ veryŎƻƭŘΗέ
ά²ŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻƭŘΚ  LΩƭƭ ŎƘŜŎƪΦ  !ƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ 
тΦέ  
άhƘΣ ƳƛƴŜ ƛǎ у Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ
ά[ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘƻƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜŜΦέ 

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

W
e

n
d

y 
B

a
n

n
in

g
 a

n
d

 G
in

n
y 

S
u

lli
va

nGenerate ideas and suggestions and make predictions.



Describe or act out a memory of a situation or action.
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ά{ƻƳŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎƛǘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΦ  {ƻƳŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǎƛǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŀōƛŜǎ ǿŀǊƳΦ  
Some birds sit like this and when a bird hatched, they come out and when they fall 
ŀǎƭŜŜǇ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ άǘǿŜŜǘΣ ǘǿŜŜǘΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ Ƴŀƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΦέ

This four-year-old had been playing with the group but then separated herself to sit 
alone against the fence on a bale of hay.  As she was sitting staring at the trees, a 
hula hoop around her middle, she began flapping her arms, moving the hoop up 
ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǿŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ōƛǊŘΦ  9ǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴŜŀǊōȅ ŀŘǳƭǘΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ 
ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǎǘƻǊȅΗέ  
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Describe or act out a memory of a situation or action.



Form hypotheses about cause and effect.
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άLǘΩǎ ǘƻƻ ƻǾŜǊŎŀǎǘΦ  L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜΦ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ 
ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘΦ {ŜŜΚέ ǎŀȅǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ōƻȅ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ 
up at the sky.  He runs off to join a friend but several 
minutes later, he runs up to the teacher and shouts 
ǿƛǘƘ ƎƭŜŜΣ ά[hhYΗ  ¢ƘŜ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎΗέ ŀǎ ŀ 
small plane is now flying low and directly overhead 
in full view. 

ά.ǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǾŜǊŎŀǎǘέΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǎŀȅǎΦ  άIƻǿ 
ŎƻƳŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǿΚέ  IŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƪȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ 
ōƛƎ ǇǳŦŦȅ ŎƭƻǳŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ όǘƘŜ ǎƪȅύ ǿŀǎ 
ǘƻƻ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ όǿƛǘƘ ŎƭƻǳŘǎύ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ 
ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦέ

Children are eager to observe and understand the sights and sounds of their world and 
excited about making discoveries.  Being outdoors, they can observe such things as trees, 
flowers, water, birds and airplanes, all rich materials for self-initiated learning. This 
youngster is noticing and comparing events to see how they are the same and how they 
are different. From these comparisons he begins to form hypotheses about cause and 
effect.  
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Form hypotheses about cause and effect.



Use multiple strategies and all available senses to explore the environment.

photo by Wendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan



ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƛŎƪΣ ƛǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǎƻǳƴŘΗέ

These two four-year-olds are visiting the sound station in 
their play yard. Initially each explored a different section of 
the station.  Gradually they moved closer together and 
began sharing their observations.  One youngster was using 
a thicker metal bar to strike the different noise-makers 
while the other used a thinner bar. They began to notice 
that the different hanging objects sounded different from 
each other; some higher, some lower, some louder, some 
softer.  They then identified that the size of their metal 
strikers was a further variable that enabled them to change 
the quality of the sounds that they made. 

photo by Wendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan

Use multiple strategies and all available senses to explore the environment.



Choose to participate in an increasing variety of experiences.
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This image shows literacy as a multi-sensory experience. Children discover, 
while walking in the woods, a piece of enticing writing set in the sunlight 
against the rough bark of a forest tree.

The three and four year olds at this school are lucky enough to be able to take 
a nature walk on their school grounds through habitat that is ideal for both 
frogs and toads. Their teachers have helped them observe these creatures, 
compare them, and record their observations in drawing and in writing.By 
posting their work as nature signs along the trail, the young scientists who 
looked closely at frogs and toads and drew them can share aspects of their 
experience with others who discover their writing, laminated and hung around 
the belly of the tree. Pairing literacy activities with the first hand excitement of 
investigating frogs and toads makes it more likely that some children will 
choose to engage in writing and in drawing.
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Choose to participate in an increasing variety of experiences.



Demonstrate an eagerness and interest in learning through verbal and 
nonverbal means while playing, listening, questioning, and interacting.
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άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ōǳƎΚέ

Stumps, branches, dirt piles and rocks often provide habitat for insects and worms.  
Children are fascinated by these small creatures.  This teacher, clearly knowing this 
about children, invited this boy to investigate a stump with her.  She immediately got 
down at his level and began to look closely with him at the stump, wondering out 
loud what might be living there.  She listened to his observations and questions and 
seemed delighted when he noticed a series of holes and wondered what might have 
made them. 
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Demonstrate an eagerness and interest in learning through verbal and nonverbal means while playing, 
listening, questioning, and interacting.



Demonstrate a willingness to choose a variety of both familiar and new experiences.
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ά[ƻƻƪΗ  LǘΩǎ ƛŎŜΗ  LǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŎƪΗ  LǘΩǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘΗ  BrrrrrΧέ

Different seasons in the outdoors provide wonderfully different learning 
opportunities.  These two girls visited the drinking fountain in their play yard and 
happened upon something they would find only on a very cold day in the winter.  
They noticed that the basin of the water fountain was filled with beautifully 
fractured, sparkling ice.  Poking it with their fingers, they were unable to pull it out 
ƻǊ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ƛǘΥ άLǘΩǎ ǎǘǳŎƪΗέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǘǊƻƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŦǊƻȊŜƴ 
surface with their open palms.  Suddenly, they drew their hands back, tucking 
ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƭŜŜǾŜǎΦ  άBrrrΧ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƭŘΗέ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
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Demonstrate a willingness to choose a variety of both familiar and new experiences.



Demonstrate the ability to tell the difference between appropriate and inappropriate 
(or dangerous) risk-taking. photo by Wendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan



άLΩƳ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭŀǘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ

Children are eager for challenges that allow them 
to develop their competence in moving through 
their world.  Opportunities for balancing, 
climbing, stretching and jumping abound in the 
natural world.  This child is negotiating a low pile 
of smooth stones adjusting her feet and her body 
as she works to maintain her balance.  The delight 
evident on her face is what we see when children 
are given opportunities to take appropriate risks 
and stretch their skills.  

photo by Wendy Banning and Ginny Sullivan

Demonstrate the ability to tell the difference between appropriate and inappropriate
(or dangerous) risk-taking.



Attempt a variety of strategies to solve problems.
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άhǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƻǊΦέ

This youngster is exploring different ways to 
move through or past the vine from one platform 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ άƘƻǳǎŜέΦ  CƛǊǎǘΣ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ōȅ 
crawling through a hole in the vine structure, 
ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ άǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻƻǊέΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ŎƭƛƳōǎ ǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ 
the chest high bar of the arbor.  He then sets a 
more difficult problem for himself which is to 
walk along the edge of the boards without ever 
touching the ground.  To maintain his balance 
while moving past the upright columns and the 
looping stems of the vine, he has to think 
carefully and plan ahead about what to hold onto 
and where to place his feet.  Having already 
explored a variety of ways of moving from one 
platform to the other, he is able to draw from a 
deeper understanding of the environment.  He 
also now has a wider repertoire of strategies 
which enable him to succeed at this more 
challenging task.
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Attempt a variety of strategies to solve problems.



Demonstrate resilience in the face of challenges.
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άL ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  LΩƳ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  {ǘŜǇΧǎǘŜǇΧǎǘŜǇΦ ¢ƘŜƴ L Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭƭŜǎǘ 
ƻƴŜΗ  LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ 
ǎǇƻǘΦέ

This four-year-old wants to be able to travel from 
one end of the group of stumps to the other without 
falling.  As her words illustrate, she is committed to 
mastering the task and is very cognizant that it 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ  aƻǊŜ 
difficult to negotiate than the steps of standardized 
play structures, the stumps are different heights, 
different sizes and irregularly spaced.  They pose an 
exciting challenge, forcing children to pay close 
attention to where they step.  In addition, another 
youngster, who is very adept and moving quickly, is 
coming from the opposite direction.  Despite these 
challenges, she persists until she is able to walk most 
of the way, glowing with excitement at her success.

p
h

o
to

 b
y 

W
e

n
d

y 
B

a
n

n
in

g
 a

n
d

 G
in

n
y 

S
u

lli
va

n

Demonstrate resilience in the face of challenges.



Demonstrate the ability to remain engaged in an experience.
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This child is newly arrived to the U.S. and is still 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΩǎ 
outdoor time, she investigates the numerous 
choices available and then settles in happily to 
play with blocks building multi-story structures 
and balancing blocks carefully atop one 
another.  A number of other children are 
working quite close to her.  This means that she 
has to negotiate to get the blocks she needs 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŀŘŀǇǘ ƘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ  
She persists with her task, contentedly building 
and rebuilding for close to 40 minutes.
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Demonstrate the ability to remain engaged in an experience.



Work toward completion of a task despite distractions or interruptions.
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άIŜ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǳǊ ōƭƻŎƪΗέ

These two boys share a very complete 
vision of a symmetrical bridge structure 
and are well on their way to completing 
it.  Suddenly, another youngster, building 
nearby, takes the very block they need to 
finish the project.  There is no other 
block available like the one they need.  
Despite being very upset, the two boys 
take a deep breath and approach the 
youngster to explain their dilemma.  
Once he understands their plan and why 
they need the block, he reluctantly gives 
it up.  The teacher, standing close by and 
ready to help, wisely allows the 
conversation to unfold naturally giving 
the three boys valuable experience 
around conflict resolution. 
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Work toward completion of a task despite distractions or interruptions.



See and accept help or information when needed.
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άL ōŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ōŜǊǊƛŜǎΗέ

This youngster works diligently to hang popcorn and cranberry strands on the play 
ȅŀǊŘΩǎ ǘǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘǎΦ  {ƘŜ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƛǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŀƴōŜǊǊȅ 
strand to not fall off the branch but she persists, trying different branches and 
angles.  After several tries, her teacher, who has been quietly watching her careful 
efforts, approaches her and offers to hold one end of the strand while the 
youngster attaches the other end.  A conversation ensues in which the teacher 
offers some ideas to try rather than telling her what to do or offering to do it for 
her.  This enables the child to receive just the level of help she needs in order to do 
it herself and feel successful.  
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See and accept help or information when needed.



Develop a sense of purpose and the ability to follow through.
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ά²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǇŜǊΗ  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ  
LΩƳ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊΦ  !ƭƭ ŎƭŜŀƴΗέ  

άLǘΩǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ longtime to clean 
ǘƘƛǎΦ  bƻǿ LΩƳ ŀƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǳǊƴΗέ

Two boys begin their play with a treasure hunt.   Moving throughout the play yard, 
they search for different hiding spots for treasure.  As they dig, they create messy 
mounds which they decide they need to clean up so no one will know where the 
treasure lies.  They run to the supply closet for a whisk broom.  They then move all 
across the yard experimenting sweeping different surfaces and building mounds with 
different materials such as sand and mulch and then dramatically sweeping them 
away.  They persist for over 20 minutes moving throughout the play yard, taking 
turns with the broom, having conversations about the surfaces they clean and 
evaluating their accomplishments.  They even compliment themselves on having 
done a good job.
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Develop a sense of purpose and the ability to follow through.



Take on pretend roles in play and make-believe with objects.
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άL ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ōŜŀŎƘΗέ ƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǇǊƻǳŘƭȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
soda fountain container overflowing 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎŀƴŘΦ  άLǘΩǎ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅΗέ 

This four-year-old boy is working in the sand.  He empties and refills his cup many 
times making first strawberry, then orange and then apple juice.  He talks about using 
real apples.  He seems to be remembering and recreating a pleasurable experience 
from a beach trip.  

Youngsters benefit from a variety of flexible props in their outdoor environment and 
often use these to take on pretend roles and/or to re-enact familiar routines and 
experiences from their own lives.  In addition to pots, pans, buckets, shovels, vehicles 
and blocks, natural materials such as seeds, berries, leaves, twigs, grasses, pebbles and 
pinecones provide a wonderful canvas for the imagination.  In environments where 
such natural materials are not readily available, educators can bring them into the play 
space from other places.
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Take on pretend roles in play and make-believe with objects.



Approach tasks and experiences with increasing flexibility, 
imagination, and inventiveness.
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ά[ƻƻƪ ƻǳǘΗ  LΩƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΗέ  

Coming around the bike path, this four-year-old youngster encounters a playmate on a 
scooter blocking his way.  Immediately, he begins to think and problem-solve how to get 
around her safely.  Holding fast to the handle bars, he concentrates purposefully as he 
steers around her, hugging the side of the path and maintaining his balance.  So many 
ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ōǊƛŜŦ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΥ ƘŜ ŀƭŜǊǘǎ ƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜΩǎ 
coming, he adjusts his speed, he judges the distance between them and compensates 
the angle of his steering to negotiate the curve safely.  

Because they invite children to move and interact, outdoor environments provide many 
opportunities for youngsters to process and react to unexpected changes and adjust 
their actions. These experiences build skills, flexibility and confidence.

Approach tasks and experiences with increasing flexibility, imagination, and inventiveness.
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Use or combine materials/strategies in novel ways while exploring
and solving problems.
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ά²ŜΩǊŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ  LǘΩǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ

These two children are busy looking 
for materials for a house they are 
building. They have scraped out an 
area in the sand and built a little 
border around it and are investigating 
the dried grasses growing nearby.  The 
girl is learning that the stalks can be 
twisted together to make a knot.  She 
also sees that the stalks break when 
she bends them too far.  The boy is 
pulling the grass blades and stalks 
from the clump and testing their 
strength.  The natural world provides 
many free, beautiful and inventive 
materials for children to use in their 
work and play.  
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Use or combine materials/strategies in novel ways while exploring and solving problems.



Think more openly and creatively by comparing and contrasting solution strategies.
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